A female hispid cotton rat (KU 89182) obtained on 2 January 1962 from 1 mi. W Parkville, Platte County, Missouri, is the first published record for the species north of the Missouri River. The paucity of records from north of the Missouri seemingly indicates that this physiographic feature has acted as a partial barrier to the northward dispersal of the hispid cotton rat. Floods such as have occurred in the region from the southeastern border of Nebraska to the mouth of the Missouri River in the years 1950-52, 1957-61, and 1965 might have carried individuals of S. bispidus to the north side of the river. It is also possible that cotton rats could have crossed the river in periods when the channel was covered with ice, even though extremely cold weather is probably a factor limiting the distribution of this mammal.
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